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AUSTRIAN DELEGATION HEADED BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER SEBASTIAN KURZ
VISITEDARCS

On 8 September, at 14:30 p.m., Austrian Delegation headed by the
Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz visited the Armenian Red Cross Society
Headquarters during his official visit to Armenia. The delegation comprised
Austrian Foreign Affairs Ministry officials, Martin Ledolter, Managing
Director of the Austrian Development Agency, the operational unit of the
Austrian Development Cooperation and Austrian media representatives.

The aim of the visit was to get acquainted on site with activities
implemented by the Armenian Red Cross Society with funding support from
the Austrian Development Cooperation and Austrian Red Cross directed to
the assistance to Syrian Armenians, its approaches and results.

Mkhitar Mnatsakanyan, ARCS President welcomed the high officials.
Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurtz said:

“l am grateful for this opportunity to get acquainted with the projects,
we support. | would like to inform you, that we will continue our support, as
we see the results of the implemented projects”.

Then, Edmon Azaryan, Head of Disaster Management and Population
Movement department, presented “Relief and Empowerment for Syrian
Armenians” project, in the frame of which in the period of October 2013
to June 2014, 300 Syrian families received aid, including warm clothing,
hygiene supplies, medicines, tools and equipment to start their own
business.

Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurtz talked also with the project
beneficiaries - Syrian Armenians, listened to their opinions, impressions
and recommendations. At the end of the meeting, Foreign Minister handed
them symbolic gifts.

PUPILS OF LUSARAT COMMUNITY, ARARAT REGION STARTED NEWACADEMIC YEAR IN
THE SCHOOL, RENOWRTED BY ARMENIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY

On 4 September, in the Ararat region Lusarat Community School, the
opening ceremony of the second floor was held. The school was renovated
by Armenian Red Cross Society. The event was attended by Ararat region
Governor Roobik Abrahamyan, First Secretary of the Embassy of Japan
Keisuke Yamagishi and ARCS President Mkhitar Mnatsakanyan.

Thanks to the initiative of ARCS, in 2014 - 2015 academic year, 300
pupils of Lusarat border community have the opportunity to get education
in improved and modern conditions. Interior decoration and furnishing of
the school building was implemented by grant of Japanese government.
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First Secretary of the Embassy of Japan Keisuke Yamagishi highly
appreciated the work done, mentioning the quality of the renovation and
furnishing:

“On behalf of the Government of Japan, | congratulate the new
academic year in the new building. The Government of Japan continues
the implementation of socio-economic development programs, which will
strengthen the friendship between Armenia and Japan”.

The children welcomed the guests with Armenian folk songs and
dances, poetry; with wishes and words of gratitude in Japanese.

Concluding the official part of opening Governor of Ararat region Rubik
Abrahamyan thanked the benefactors.

“Educational institutions have a strategic importance for our nation,
they are our state cornerstones. Educated generation - strong statehood”,
he said.

SECRETRARY GENERAL OF THEAUSTRIAN RED CROSS DR. WERNER KERSCHBAUM
VISITED ARMENIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY

On 8, September Dr. Werner Kerschbaum, Secretary General of
Austrian Red Cross, visited the Armenian Red Cross Society Headquarters,
where met with Dr. Anna Yeghiazaryan, ARCS General Secretary.

Having presented ARCS activities and plans to his colleague, A.
Yeghiazaryan thanked the Austrian Red Cross for the confidence and
support of ARCS projects, implemented in its strategic directions.

ARC Secretary General noted, that he highly appreciated cooperation with
Armenian Red Cross Society, as ARC supported projects are implemented
in a high level of efficiency.

“We will continue our cooperation with ARCS and, surely, it will be
expanded. | think we will work on strengthening our ties, as we both direct
our efforts for the benefit of our stakeholders and vulnerable communities”,
he said.

During the visit, Dr. Werner Kershbaum, accompanied by ARCS
Secretary General visited one of Yerevan dormitories, where in the frame
of “Psycho-social support for the elderly refugee” project young volunteers
visit and help lonely elderly refugees. “Smiley club” project is also being
implemented there, where the refugee children are involved.

ARC Secretary General talked with the project beneficiaries -
children and elderly people, asked about their problems, desires and
project efficiency. ARC Secretary General was particularly impressed by
the conversation with Seda, 88-year-old woman, who, though blind and
confined to bed, but managed to remember German classes and greeted
her guest in German.

THE BREATH OF SYRIAN-ARMENIAN CULTURE IN YEREURN CHARITY FAIR- EXHIBITION

On 17 November, at the Government Conference Hall the “The Breath
of Syrian-Armenian culture in Yerevan” Christmas Charity Fair opening
ceremony took place. It was organized by the Ministry of Diaspora with the
support of Armenian Red Cross Society and the “Center for Coordination
of Syrian Armenians’ issues” NGO.

This time, beneficiaries of Armenian Red Cross Society were also
participating in the traditional exhibition. They have started income
generating activities with the various tools and equipment they had
received, and now have registered significant success.

Syrian-Armenian masters, such as, confectioners, goldsmiths and
silversmiths. were presented their hand-made works, Syrian Armenians,
who have established production in Armenia, including shoes, shampoo,
etc., were also presenting their works.
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Law Faculty students: Karine Vardanyan, Yuri Melik-Ohanjanyan and Lilit
Madatyan.

The Moot Court Competition consisted of 5 rounds: during the first
four rounds all 6 teams from Law faculties of Armenian Universities were
participating: Yerevan State University, French University in Armenia
Foundation, Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University and RA Military
Institute named after V.Sargsyan.

According to the results of the rounds, the Jury, comprised of Armenian
leading experts in the field of Law, including Dr. Vladimir Vardanyan,
PhD, Dr.Levon Gevorgyan, PhD, Dr.Aram Orbelyan, PhD, Dr. Yeghishe
Kirakosyan, PhD, Dr. Taron Simonyan, PhD and ICRC Lawer Iren Aloyan,
chose two teams representing French University in Armenia Foundation
and Yerevan State University to compete for the Prize.

The final round was held on 9 November, and the French University
team was awarded the first place.

The winners received Samsung Galaxy Tab 3 Tablets, professional
books, as well as the Cup of the competition; which was given to the
winning team by the team of Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University, as
they were the winners in last year Competition.

The Finalists will be given the opportunity to practice in the
Constitutional Court and in the International and Comparative Law Center.

IHL Moot Court Competition aims to promote the interest of future
lawyers on International Humanitarian Law and deepen their knowledge
through theoretical courses and practical exercises.

Moot Court Competition on International Humanitarian Law was
organized by the Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS) with the support of
the International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) and with the cooperation
of International and Comparative Law Center (ICLAW).

SYRIAN ARMENIAN CHILDREN RESILIENCE PROGRAM INARMENIA
MEETING WITH THE STRKEHOLDERS

On 23 December, in Armenian Red Cross Society Headquarters
“Syrian Armenian Children Resilience program in Armenia” project
summarizing meeting was held, with the participation of school teachers,
school counselors and other interested parties involved in the project.

The aim of the meeting, organized 3 months after the launch of the project,
was to discuss the results and the difficulties encountered during its
implementation. ARCS volunteers, pupils and their parents were also
involved in the discussion.

Having welcomed the participants, Katarina VVardanyan, Head of ARCS
Youth Department, stressed that such kind of meetings are very important
for evaluation of the program effectiveness and planning future actions.

Then, program coordinator Heghine Poghosyan presented implemented
works done in these three months and future plans.

After that, “Syrian Armenian Children Resilience program in Armenia”
project beneficiaries, representatives of schools and parents were given
the opportunity to express their opinion.
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making history but also about overall Armenian culture, history, Armenian
identity and national heritage.

DISSEMINATION EVENTS IN GETASHEN SCHOOL, ARMAVIR AND "GUGARQ" CAMP, LORI

On 21 August, in the Getashen village school of Armavir region
dissemination event was organized for the pupils and the teachers by the
ARCS Armavir Regional branch.

In the school area, jars with the names of the Western Armenian
provinces were placed, some of them were brought from there in
the beginning of the last century. Pupils in Getashen School have an
opportunity to grow their own fruits and vegetables, which are sent directly
to the cafeteria, providing them with healthy food. The school has also a
traditional oven (tonir) to have for freshly baked bread every day.

ARCS Armavir Regional branch dissemination volunteer presented
and explained the history, Fundamental Principles, emblems and today’s
activities of the International Red Cross Movement. Then First Aid
volunteers of the branch demonstrated the First Aid basics in the case of
fainting, fractures and burn.

After the presentation, children discussed Red Cross’s humanitarian
activities in the world’s hot spots with the Red Cross volunteers and staff,
as well as asked questions about the First Aid.

*kk

InJune, July and August, 7 seminars on “RC/RC International Movement,
IHL, ARCS and Regional Branch activities” for 161 young people, teenagers
and others were organized by ARCS Lori Regional Branch.

One of those held on 20 August, in “Gugark” children’s camp was
especially impressive, as participants were 20 young people from the
Chinari village of Tavush region, located close to the frontline along the
international border between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

For its location and security issues, this village has been in focus of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Delegation in Armenia.
The organization has been extending its assistance to the population of
Chinari by addressing some of their most urgent socioeconomic needs.
To reinforce their awareness about the ICRC’s mandate and activities,
the ARCS provided the children of Chinari with information materials and
told about the organization whose vehicles can often be seen touring their
village and its whereabouts.
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