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RA Ministry of Emergency Situations
and Armenian Red Cross Society signed a
protocol on the Extension of Memorandum
of understanding

On 4 April, in the Ministry of Emergency Situations,
Armenian Red Cross Society delegation, led by Mkhitar
Mnatsakanyan, ARCS President, met with David
Tonoyan, Minister of Emergency Situations.

Mr. D. Tonoyan welcomed the members of delegation and
noted that he is familiar with the cooperation between the
Ministry and ARCS and was recently witnessed the work
of the Red Cross First Aid instructors, who delivered the
highest quality First Aid to the victims of the accident on the
Surenavan -Yeraskh highway.
M. Mnatsakanyan, ARCS

President, presented

the activities of the organization in the Disaster
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Management direction, which is a strategic direction
for the organization.

"To be auxiliary to the Government is supposed by the
Ideology of our Organization. Since 1998 we have been
working in this area, such as preparedness and response.
Our partnership is a great honor for us, and is enshrined in
the Memorandum of Understanding. For me, the highest
appreciation of our work are the words of gratitude of the
Minister, which he said above”.

Then the Minister asked some questions on ARCS activities
and achievements in the sphere of resilient communities,
as well as involvement in the adoption of the Law on
Volunteering. Mr. Tonoyan said that special brigades of
firemen-rescuers and First Aid providers will be established in
22 communities. And here is expecting a closer cooperation
between the MES and ARCS to train high level First Aid
instructors.

ARCS President mentioned that Armenian Red Cross is ready
to support all the initiatives of the Ministry of Emergency
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Situations, in the frames of its mandate.

D. Tonoyan, Minister of Emergency Situations of RA and M.
Mnatsakanyan, President of Armenian Red Cross Society,
signed a protocol on the Extension of “Memorandum of
understanding between RA MES and ARCS on cooperation
and mutual assistance in the field of Civil Protection during
Emergency Situations.

Tripartite agreement between the Ministry
of Emergency Situations, ARCS and the ICRC

On 28 June, Tripartite agreement between the the  Ministry
of Emergency Situations, Armenian Red Cross Society and
the International Committee of the Red Cross Delegation in
Armenia was signed on the "Cooperation project in the field
of Rescue Service Civil Protection capacity development
in Tavush region,  Armenia, in 2017-2018". The project
was signed by Davit Tonoyan, RA MES Minister, Mkhitar
Mnatsakanyan, ARCS President and Caroline Douilliez,
Head of ICRC Delegation in Armenia.

The project aimed at the protection and raising awareness
level of border community population.

In the frames of the project, in the bases of MES civil defense
groups First aid courses will be conducted, which will allow
the local rescues service forces to respond more quick and
effective manner. Training will be conducted for the kinder
gardens and schools staff, and the later will teach the children
safety rules and during various emergencies and disasters.
One of the important parts of the population preparedness
and protection training is the International Humanitarian
Law.

Leadership Meeting of National Societies in
Almaty, Kazakhstan

On 16-17 May, in Kazakhstan, Almaty, Leadership Meeting
of Eastern European, Baltic, Southern Caucasus and Central
Asian National Societies took place, where Armenian Red
Cross Society delegation participated as well. Francesco
Rocca, Vice President, IFRC, Simon Missiri, Regional Director,
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IFRC, Martin Schueepp, Deputy Regional Director (GVA),
ICRC, and other high level officials attended the event.

The leaders of National Societies, gathered by the invitation
of IFRC and Kazhakh Red Crescent to discuss Changing
humanitarian landscape in Europe, new trends long term
vision. The National Societies presented their vision related
to humanitarian issues in their respective countries and
Movement role in tackling those issues.

Dr. Anna Yeghiazaryan, Secretary General of Armenian Red
Cross Society, presented in her speech the humanitarian
situation in the Region, those challenges, that face Armenia
in this regard, and what type of activites implements the
National Society, particularly to respond the issues related
with Syrian Armenians influx, as well as in the direction of
Movement Contingency Planning development. This s
the first attempt of this kind of joint Respond process, and
further it can be applied in other contexts as well.

“Id like to emphasize the huge rope of ICRC and IFRC, as
well as partner National Societies, who have their input in
Armenian Red Cross Society development process and
efficiently support the activities of our National Society.
ARCS reaches its goals due to the support and cooperation
of Movement components and implements it mission
providing the beneficiaries with qualified services, and we
are very grateful for that,” Dr. Anna Yeghiazaryan mentioned.
The leaders of National Societies discussed also Movement
component coordination, Resource Mobilization Capacity
Building, Communications issues, Preparations for General
Assembly and Council of Delegates, Red Cross Forum,
European Regional Conference 2018, and other questions
common for the countries of the Region.
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Discussion with the heads of ARCS
Regional Branches

After the OCAC self — assessment workshop in 2014, Branch
development was set as one of the priorities of Armenian
Red Cross Society. 3 year development plan has been
developed in this regard, and meetings and discussions are
being held on regular basis for the efficient implementation.

Food parcels and presents from the Red
Cross on the occasion of 7 April, the Day of
Motherhood and Beauty

On the occasion of 7 April, the Day of Motherhood and
Beauty, 50 families with many children received food
parcels and presents form Armenian Red Cross Society. The
event was organized cooperating with Armavir Regional
Administration.

World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day

On 12 May, on the occasion of World Red Cross and Red
Crescent Day, in the Square named after Sharl Aznavur (at
Moscow Cinema), at 17:00-20:00 organized an awareness
raising event. Informative tables, banners and photos were
placed on the site, and the volunteers were disseminating
flyers and souvenirs about the Day among the public on
roller skates.
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Every year, around the world, the International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement reaches more than 160 million
people through its network of around 17 million volunteers
and 450,000 staff.

In 2016, Armenian Red Cross Society reached its beneficiaries,
building safer and stronger communities through a diverse
and innovative range of services tailored to local needs.
From social support to development programs, the ARCS
provides these services through the tireless dedication of
their volunteers.

"Red Cross volunteers are working in virtually every
community, giving their commitment, energy and time," said
ARCS President Mkhitar Mnathakanyan on the birthday of
the Movement's founder, Henry Dunant, about 189 years
ago.

"World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day, 8 May, is an
opportunity to recognize the contribution and achievements
of the millions of volunteers and staff members around
the world who are keeping our commitment to humanity
every day - by making the last mile effort to ensure that
no one is left behind,” he said. “In complex contexts with
increasing vulnerabilities, our ability to access people in
need is constantly changing, but our volunteers and staff are
finding creative and innovative ways to adapt local solutions
to reach people in need and help them prepare for, deal
with and recover from these challenges”

The work of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement — comprised of the International Committee of
the Red Cross, the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies, and 190 National Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies draws on more than 150 years of
humanitarian action.
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Tree planting in Tavush Region in the memory
of Missing persons

On 27 April, Armenian Red Cross Society, with the support
of the ICRC and cooperation with the Tavush municipality,
initiated a tree planting in the frames of Accompanying
Families of Missing Persons project. The aim of the initiative
was the creation of “The garden in the memory of missing
persons as a result of Karabakh conflict”. The relatives of
missing persons planted 12 ash-trees to commemorate their
loved ones.

Summer Camp for
Syrian Armenian children

On June 15, 35 Syrian Armenian children, as well as their
peers from dormitories participated in 4-day Summer Camp
in Thakhkadzor, organized for them by Armenian Red Cross
Society.
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First Aid

Armenian Red Ctoss Society First Aid team conducted
number of First Aid trainings for various groups of population
during January-February, participated in TV programs
broadcasted on Public TV of Armenia, as well as in the
simulation exercises organized by MES of Armenia.

Living library with the participation of
Syrian Armenian
and local youth

On June 15, Syrian Armenian youngsters organized a
“Living library” at the garden at the Conservatory named
after Komitas. They decided to share their interests with the
locals and chose the option of communicating using their
favorite books. Each of them became a book and was ready
to read a piece from the favorite author. The person, who
got acquainted with three works could receive a Red Cross
cake as a present.

The event was organized in the frames of Youth Resilience
Project, aimed at Syrian Armenian Youth integration.

The Project has been implementing since April, 2015, in
cooperation with Danish Red Cross and by the finance of
the Roskilde Festival - Foundation. The Project consists of 8
types of events, which allows Syrian Armenian youngsters
to organize and participate in Youth events, such as graffiti,
urban gardening, creative groups (dancing, singing, drama
group), innovation camp, Media experience, photo contest,
etc..

200 young people participated in 2015-2016. In 2017 the
Program continues involving another 100 beneficiaries.




