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When the school is a target

“When the school is a target, shootings can happen every
moment”, Lorik Badiryan, head of Vazashen bordering
community in Tavush says, showing the signs of bullets on
the walls and the windows partly closed by bricks, “We do
everything possible to protect children from shooting and a
spear”.

The community has 18 km border with Azerbaijan. Having
2000 tons of grape production yearly in Soviet time, now
Vazashen has no single vine growing in the area, 30-40
percent of the vineyards now are on the other side of the
contact line, the irrigation system is not functioning.

The main income for the community with the population of
870, are the households and financial support from the
relatives working abroad. 68 pupils study at local schools,
when this number was 376.
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And for these children, Armenian Red Cross Society
constructed a protective wall and play ground at the
community center, to protect them from shooting.

Vazashen is not the only community in Tavush with this
problem: aiming to ensure the safety of the bordering
communities of, especially children, with the

support of the International Committee of the Red Cross
and German Red Cross, Armenian Red Cross Society has
constructed safer spaces, play grounds and protective
walls in Berdavan, Vazashen, Chinari, Narkin
Karmiraghbyur, Aygepar, Movses and Paravakar.

In Berdavan community, sport hall has been renovated, and
safer space is being constructed in kinder garden, to find
shelter in case of shootings.
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“The position of school makes it a protective measure in
case of shootings. That’s why the playground is placed in
the school yard, where the children can play safely”.

Humanitarian aid for Syrian
Armenian vulnerable families

Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS), with the support of
RA and RF Ministries of Emergency Situations and in
cooperation with the Russian-Armenian Centre of
Humanitarian Response, provided one-time humanitarian
aid to 1200 Syrian - Armenian vulnerable families living in
Armenia, in the form of food parcels (oil, rice, buckwheat,
condensed milk). The Humanitarian Aid was provided with
the help of ARCS volunteers.

First Aid for children of Berkaber

35 children and teachers participated in First Aid training in
borderline Berkaber community, Tavush region, due to the
funds raised in the frames of “Give Hope” Campaign.

The school received 2 fire extinguishers, an evacuation
drill was organized for children as well.

From 9 December to 7 January, Armenian Red Cross
Society conducted fundraising campaign through “Hope
Shop” at Northern Avenue, to support lonely elderly and
children living in dormitories, as well as to conduct

First Aid trainings in borderline communities.

AMD 363 060 was raised for the trainings, another two
trainings will be conducted in Vazashen and Baghanis
communities.
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Responding volunteer teams are
prepared

Armenian Red Cross Society Rapid Response Volunteer
teams of Syunik, Gegharkunik, Vayots dzor, Tavush and
Yerevan (10-15 members in each team) participated in
special trainings in April-May at Stepanavan territorial
branch facilities, on First Aid, Search and Rescue,
Information in Emergencies and DRR. They received
special outfit, rescue equipment and First Aid kits.

The teams are now prepared to support the Rescue
Service in responding to emergency situations.

They were formed in the frames of Improved Emergency
Preparedness and Coordinated Response in South
Caucasus (EmPrep) project.

Humanity will save the world

“Humanity means respect to human being and his rights.
Humanity will save the World, filling the life with
kindness”: this is a quote from, Anush Baghmanyan’s
essay, a Xl grade student from Sayat-Nova secondary
school of Ararat region.

With this composition she participated in “Humanity in
Action” an essay competition organized in schools of all
RA regions by Armenian Red Cross Society on the
occasion of World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day,
and won the 1st place.

Before the Contest, ARCS volunteers conducted
dissemination sessions of Red Cross and

Red Crescent Movement history, Fundamental
Principles and activities.
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1221 students from the RA regional schools participated
in dissemination sessions. 468 essays submitted,
99 authors of best essays received prizes.

Vayots dzor, Lori and Dilijan regional and community
branches will organize the contest in September.

The contest gave an opportunity to the students to think
and express their thoughts once again on Humanity, the
first of Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross
Movement.

Humanitarian aid to the family
affected by house fire

Food, blankets, summer and winter shoes. humanitarian aid
parcels with the mentioned items were distributed to
57-years old Varos Abelyan from Hors village, Vayots dzor
region by the Armenian Red Cross Society.

Varos’s house burned to the ground earlier this month as a
result of a fire because of electricity fluctuation. Now he
lives in neighbor’s house with his wife Yughik
Soghomonyan, in conditions of extreme poverty.

Refugee issues are being discussed within
regional working groups

Armenian Red Cross Society, jointly with UNHCR, has
conducted a series of regional coordination meetings in
Armavir, Shirak, Aragatsotn, Gegharkunik, Ararat and
Vayots dzor Regional Administrations, with the aim of
establishing multi-functional working groups.
Representatives of social, education and cultural divisions
of Regional Administration , educational organizations and
active NGOs, Armenian Caritas, World Vision, Mission
Armenia and other stakeholders attended the event.
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Aiming to generate refugee inclusion and local integration,
international and national norms for refugee protection and
programs funded by UNHCR and implemented by partners
were presented, as well as the issue of refugees in the
region (case discussions, actual topics) discussed. Due to
the information, working groups will respond to the issues
more efficiently and, in case of emergency, will organize
special meetings.

The participants welcomed the initiative, mentioning, that
there is a need in such kind of groups and continuous work
in this direction, as there is much work to do in regions in
terms of improving awareness level of refugee issues.

The meetings are being conducted in the frames of
“Refugee protection and economic integration” project,
funded by UNHCR. During the meeting, this kind of
meetings will be organized in all the regions of RA.

Children resilience Project in regions

“The children like drawing community issues the most,
they choose the one, who draws the best and instruct him
in detail, what to draw”, tells Ani, Tavush Regional Branch
volunteer, Children Resilience Project coordinator. “They
participate with great enthusiasm, and feel more and more
comfortable during the discussions”.

Ani and Vergine are Armenian Red Cross volunteers,
Vergine is in Red Cross for 10 years, and Ani - 1 year.

If Vergine has been involved in almost all the projects,
implemented by Tavush Regional Branch all these years,
Ani is still gaining experience, providing social support to
lonely elderly at the beginning of her volunteering, and
now actively participating in Children Resilience Project.

Both of them graduated from the Faculty of Humanities,
ljevan Branch of Yerevan State University.
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“Volunteering gave me a lot”, Vergine says, “You learn
how to communicate, how to work with children and
organize your work”.

“Without volunteering the life would be too boring, we’d
go out only for classes, but now | have many things to do,
and the most important is, that many people need us”,
Ani adds.

Children Resilience Project, which is being implemented
in Tavush, Syunik, Aragatsotn and Gegharkunik regions,
was launched in Yerevan in 2014, aimed at providing
psycho-social support Syrian Armenian children. In the
following 2 years, 480 children participated in the project
in 25 cities of Yerevan. The success of the project was
assured by the children, their parents, teachers and
Danish Red Cross representatives. Taking into
consideration the positive feedback, it was decided to
implement the project in Regions as well. Having
obtained appropriate knowledge and skills at special
trainings, ARCS volunteers conduct eight lessons for
children, discussing their rights and needs, types of
violence and the ways of avoiding it, and their roles in
their communities.

Creating atmosphere of friendship and trust for children,
volunteers, also contribute to the development of
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Utlp hniju ntluGup W hwywwnnid Gug, np wwwawned Wu
pwauwpehy WJwu wnhprUtbp YnluBEuwug:

Utlp nigned Gug, ng Uhwju punapyytp “Ywnpdhp fuwgh
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purwgenLd Utlup Unp hdwnniejntlubn Gup dtnp pbnk,
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Uuntpwu Uwdnibp QGthGutu
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“hihgwuh dhgwqquihu nwpngh wwytpnutn,
Yl uwdwynpubp

children’s live skills, their ability to communicate with
peers and adults, raising self-confidence, promoting
tolerance and constructive approach to problem solution.
All the lessons are interactive, using role plays and
discussions. Children participate in excursions and

other entertaining events.

The project is being implemented with the support of the
International Committee of the Red Cross, Danish
Red Cross and individuals.

UWC Dilijan schools students
volunteering for Armenian Red Cross

The Red Cross group of UWC Dilijan consists of volunteers
from all over the world with vast cultural backgrounds,
however all with the same aspiration of helping people.

Our main target are the vulnerable people of our
community, who face challenges daily. We are currently
working on two different projects and are in the process of
developing a few others. At the moment, we are collecting
firewood for the vulnerable families of the Tavush region for
the colder months, cooperating with Dilijan Community
Center. We are also organizing clothes donations once
again to families in need.

We have already supplied five different families with clothes
packs. This was a very heartwarming experience to put a
smile on these children’s faces, and also very motivating
for our volunteers to see what their hard work meant for
others. We hope and believe that we will have many of
such experiences in the future.

We aimed to not only join already existing Red Cross
services, but also initiate our own projects and put all our
planning into action. Red Cross experience helped us to
develop many areas of our personal growth. While
undertaking these challenges, we evolve new skills that are
very useful and practical during our daily life. We put our
whole commitment in it to enjoy the community work and
get fully integrated into Armenian Red Cross community.

It is amazing to work with experienced Red Cross staff and
volunteers, as it helps us to gain lots of knowledge about
volunteering.

Andreas Samuel Jepessen

Irina Khachatrya

UWC Dilijan schools students,
ARCS volunteers



