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«Uwulw§nintiph qupqugnup hwlwdwpunnipjnil-
Utph L Gquwdwdtiph hwdwwbpunnwl. pwnwd

MoU between the Tavush Regional
Administration and Armenian Red Cross
Society

On 25 April, Memorandum of Understanding
of Cooperation and mutual support was signed
between the RA Tavush Regional Administration
and Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS), by Hail
Chobanyan, Head of Tavush Region and Dr. Mkhitar
Mnatsakanyan, ARCS President.

According to the MoU, the Regional Administration
and the ARCS will cooperate for the purpose of joint
emergency preparedness and response.

ARCS will be involved in RA Tavush Regional emergency
situations commission and Disaster Risk Reduction
regional team, will support the trainings, simulation drills
and other educational events of volunteer response
teams with organizational skills and expertise (disaster
preparedness and response, Tracing service, first aid,
psycho-social support, etc.); in case of emergency
situations, will support the affected people through
relevant progarmmes and International Red Cross
Red Crescent Movement humanitarian aid providing
mechanisms.

“Branch Development in conflict and crisis
contexts: lessons learned workshop”

“Branch Development in conflict and crisis contexts:
lessons learned workshop” gathered in Yerevan
the leaders and staff of Armenian, Georgian and
Ukrainian Red Crosses, Danish Red Crosses, ICRC
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Head office and Armenian delegation, as well as IFRC
regional and Euro zone representatives for 2 days.

The aim of the workshop is to analyze the effectiveness
of tripartite cooperation model, by which planned
development of National Society Regional Branch
development has been implemented, and plan further
steps.

Dr. Anna Yeghiazaryan, ARCS Secretary General greeted
the Red Cross representatives in Armenia, saying. “There
is always much work to do in terms of development, and
we are thankful to the ICRC for supporting this model. |
consider joint activities and partnership as very important
way of collaboration, | think this is the best model, which
gives an opportunity to ensure development”.

The participant got acquainted with the achievments and
worked on the further steps development.

World Red Cross Red Crescent Day was
celebrated in Yerevan Metro

On May 16, the Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS), in
cooperation with the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and the Yerevan Municipality, organized a
public event at Yerevan Metro “Yeritasardakan” station,
where the ARCS volunteers distributed Red Cross
information materials, balloons and chocolates with
Red Cross emblem. First Aid skills were demonstrated
in special stage.

Posters covering the Red Cross Movement were placed
in Yerevan Metro “Yeritasardakan” and “Hanrapetutyan”
Stations.
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The event was dedicated to the World Red Cross and Red
Crescent Day.

Simulation exercise for ARCS Disaster
Response Teams

ARCS Disaster Response Teams of Vayots dzor,
Gegharkunik, Tavush and Syunik, simulation drills were
organized to improve their skills of quick response in
emergency situations.

Local authorities, rescue service representatives,
policemen and volunteers participated in simulations
as well. The exercise scenario of large car crash was the

same in Syunik, Gegharkunik and Tavush, and grass fire
with victims, in Vayots dzor.

The simulation started with an alarm call in ARCS Kapan
office, according to the preliminary data, the passengers
of the crashed cars had several types of injuries and
needed First Aid.

Disaster Response Team of Syunik Region arrived in the
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crash site immediately, established a temporary field
center for response action organization and coordination
with necessary equipment and started providing First aid
to the injured.

On the next day, simulation in Malishka community of
Vayots dzor region started. Vayots dzor MES branch, Fire-
rescue brigade, Yeghegnadzor medical center emergency
team, and deuwjuty head of Vayots dzor governors office
Razmik Tonoyan, actively participated in the event.

Safe blood for all

On 14 June, World Blood Donor Day, Armenian Red
Cross staff and volunteers joined the World #GiveBlood
campaign giving blood in Blood Center named after
R.H.Yolyan.

First Aid at Public Events

ARCS First Aid Team is on duty at public events, providing
First aid, when necessary.
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On 16 February, ARCS FA Team was on duty at "Aparan
winter” festival, and on 24 April, volunteers were helping
to stow the flowers inside the memorial.

EU Day and Tolma festival

More than 100 Armenian Red Cross Society volunteers and
staff participated in Europe Day concluding celebrations
in Yerevan.

Nordic walking with the EU Ambassador and Info Fair at
the Northern Avenue.

The EU Ambassador Piotr Switalski thanked the Red Cross
for active participation.

More than 4000 Traditional, Summer and Aleppo
Armenian (Syrian) tolma were prepared by Armenian and
German Red Cross Friendship Team during 9th Tolma
International Festivale on 19th May, at Zvartnots temple.
Themoney raised from selling of tolma, will be directed to
the ARCS humanitarian activities.

Sewing sessions for women with children
with disabilities

Two volunteers of the ARCS Vardenis community branch,
with their own initiative and support from the Headquarters,
every year conduct sewing sessions for 10 women, who have
children with disabilities. Thanks to the skills obtained, these
women may find jobs and have their own income.
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Innovative Youth
Camp

In the frame of Increases Resilience of Syrian Armenians and
Host Population (IRIS) program’s Youth Resilience component
Armenian Red Cross Society organized Innovative Youth
camp in Tsakhkadzor on 22-24 June for 20 selected Syrian
and local youth.

20 participants will receive seed grants to implement their
programs. Young people took part in various training
sessions on community issues, finding creative solutions and
implementing projects.

A photo-workshop was also organized for the youth.
Participants have the opportunity to take part in a small
grants competition for their initiatives. The camp was in a
friendly and warm atmosphere.
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Zvart Barsumian: “Everything will be all right”

One phone call from the Red Cross was enough to be invited and
warmly greeted in Zvart Barsumyan’s small house. She was ready to
tell her and her son’s story. The first thing you notice is, that despite
of hardships and difficulties, Mrs. Zvart is full of optimism; looking far
away with eyes full of sadness and hope, she repeats in sweet Wester

Armenian: “Everything will be fine".

After the war in Syria, started from 2012, many Armenians fled to
Armenia, leaving behind all they hag earned and created during their
lives.

In 2013, Mrs. Zvart's son started his studies in one of Universities in
Armenia, she had planned to join him with his husband in a year, but
he suddenly died. She arrived in Armenia alone.

Mrs. Zvart was very active women, she loves art and music, and was a
member of number of cultural centers in Alleppo, for example of “Zvart”
choir. She was very close to her national roots, and it made easier her
cultural integration in Armenia. But the economic side of the process
was not that easy, and here the Red Cross was the first to support
her. Mrs Zvart was a great cooker, like many other Syrian Armenian
women, who had never worked before. Now, the new circumstances,
made her to think of using her abilities to ensure her stable income.
She applied to Armenian Red Cross Society and received microwave
oven and refrigerator, which gave her an opportunity to start her small
business.

When the (‘Increased Resilience of Syrian Armenians and Host
Population” (IRIS) Programme launched in July, 2018, which is leaded
buy Austrian Red Cross and being implemented in consortium
with Armenian Caritas, SME Cooperation Association, Centre for
Coordination of Syrian Armenians’ Issues, Mrs. Zvart benefits also from
housing support (in the frames of the project 100 families receive 100
EUR monthly).

“The Red Cross is my family, | love these guys and ladies, their care,
love and support, their smiles and shining eyes are precious, you feel
that they are honest and kind. Thanks God, the Red Cross doesn't
forget us’, she says.

Her son is now MA student in Polytechnic University, he is a software
engineer. Even though he has good career perspectives abroad, they
do not plan to leave the country.

“| can not imagine living in any other place, than Armenia. Money
is not the most important thing in the world. The most important is
Humanity. Sometimes people forget about that, when they live hard
life. But | am sure, that everything will be fine”, she assures.

This woman, who loves art and reading, and believes in better future,
dreams only to have her own home and see her son living happy,
because everything will be all right.



